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scope is given to the home-love of the writer. The fathers and moth- 
ers of the village are commemorated, the illustrious and the sub-lustrous 
natives who have gone from it, the odd characters, nay, the very idiots, 
who made their mark and left their name. The hardships of the first 
settlers, the local strifes, the crimes that have disturbed the peace of 
each little community, the details of educational and ecclesiastical his- 
tory, are faithfully recorded. Specimens of literary composition are 
given in great abundance, many of them of superior merit, others re- 
garded with fondness in their birthplace, and precious as memorials of 
authors who were worthily cherished by their kindred and neighbors, 
others illustrative of events and personages. It may seem strange that 
such copious materials could be collected in two pamphlets together 
numbering fewer pages than we have already filled in our present issue. 
But the pages are not like ours. They are closely printed, in double 
columns, on a large sheet, with a scanty margin ; and each of these 
numbers might be easily made into a ponderous volume. The plan 
seems to us admirably devised, and thus far it has been executed with 
ability and thoroughness. 



30. — Memoir of the Honorable Nathan Appleton, LL. D. Prepared 
agreeably to a Resolution of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
By Robert C. Winthrop. With an Introduction and Appendix. 
Boston. 1861. 8vo. pp. 79. 

Mb. Appleton was born in New Ipswich, New Hampshire, Octo- 
ber 6, 1779, and died in Boston, July 14, 1861. Prepared for admis- 
sion to Dartmouth College, he passed his examination successfully, and 
then went to Boston as clerk to an older brother, who had removed 
thither from his native place. In due time he became a leading 
merchant in his adopted city, and was for the residue of his life honor- 
ably identified with its public, social, literary, and philanthropic inter- 
ests. As a member of the State and national legislatures, he was 
distinguished for his wisdom in financial and mercantile affairs, for his 
thorough investigation of the questions which came under his cogni- 
zance in committee, or which he discussed on the floor of the House, 
and for an integrity of aim and purpose from which no personal, sec- 
tional, or party interest could make him swerve. As a writer on politi- 
cal subjects, on finance, on manufactures, and in one instance on contro- 
verted theological doctrines, he was remarkable for conciseness and 
precision of style, large comprehension of facts, close consecutiveness 
of reasoning, and perfect evenness of temper. He rendered important 
services to the country as one of the pioneers in instituting our New 
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England system of manufactures. He was profusely, yet wisely gener- 
ous in his charities, acquitting himself as the trustee of his large wealth 
for benevolent uses. In all the relations of life, in every aspect of his 
private character, in his ample success and prosperity, in heavy domes- 
tic sorrows, in the great grief that darkened his closing days, he mani- 
fested the faith, and trust, and hallowing power of mature Christian 
piety. Mr. "Winthrop's Memoir is composed largely from autobio- 
graphical memoranda, compiled and supplemented with a taste and 
skill and loving reverence that constitute a most appropriate memorial 
of a greatly good man. 



31. — ReMgio Medici, A Letter to a Friend, Christian Morals, Urn- 
Burial, and other Papers. By Sir Thomas Browne, Kt., M. D. 
Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1862. 16mo. pp. xviii., 432. 

Sir Thomas Browne holds unchallenged a foremost place among 
born authors, that is, among the men who write not for an express pur- 
pose, or for the treatment of specific subjects, but because they have 
minds full to overflowing, and a social, loving nature which must needs 
find vent in free communication with kindred minds. With such writers, 
it makes not the slightest difference what the nominal subject is, or 
rather, the less there is in a subject, the more full and free and intimate 
are their self-revelations. Browne has a naivete equal to Montaigne's ; 
but, unlike the Frenchman's, his is an interior consciousness which he 
never need blush to betray. His culture, too, was as large and gener- 
ous as his nature. In physical science, indeed, he enunciates not a few 
absurdities and falsities, with the air of a man of omnivorous credulity ; 
but it must be remembered that the inductive philosophy was then in 
its infancy, and that England fell into the rear of Continental Europe 
in the application of the new method to the study of nature. But 
with much in this department of knowledge that is absolutely anile, 
our author unites a large conversance with books, and especially with 
the curiosities of literature, both ancient and modern, a keen insight into 
human character, dialectic skill of no mean order, and a shrewd prac- 
tical philosophy. 

The only complete edition of Sir Thomas Browne with which we 
are acquainted is the beautiful Aldine edition, in four octavo volumes, 
edited by Wilkin. In this there is a good deal of material that is more 
curious than edifying. Dr. Young, of this city, devoted to Browne one 
volume of his " Library of Old English Prose- Writers," and in this 
form alone, till now, as we believe, have any of his works been issued 
from the American press. We rejoice to announce with the new year 



